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Ti^^ ire t ng be one 

-r^‘«r,° nIyStay: 

Thy will be clone . 

Merciful as Thou art • 

Oh, how hard judgments use . 

Oh, this censorious tongue, 
Evil-discerning eyes ! 

Yet His sweet mercy will my King impart, 
I( by ,10 other way, e’en through the smart 
Of pity withheld in my extremities : 

Tiw will he done ! 


Pure, e’en in Thy pure eyes : 

Single and free from guile ; 

Oh, when shall these vain thoughts 
Pure rising, meet Thy smile ? 

E’en this, through Thee, is mine : though it should be 
That, first, through purging fires, Thou go with me : 
Thy will be done ! 


Ruled by the Prince of Peace : 

How far from this my state — 

Oft striving for my own, 

Exacting, harsh, irate. 

No peace is found in me ; but Thou wilt come 
And make this chafing bosom Thy sweet home : 
Thy will be done ! 


ume ; 

1 or hath the King not sworn 
That all these shall be mine, 

If tenH d WiU not He perform ? 

But smPe'ln, Sh J l K Serve ’ such wilt Tho» use; 
e - lf . eed bc ; I would not refuse : 

. 1 hy will be done ! 


THE CHRISTIAN IN HOME LIFE.* 

By the Right Reverend R. F. L. Blunt, D.D., 

Bishop of Hull, Vicar of Scarborough, and Canon Residentiary of York. 

Our subject is of universal interest and inestimable importance. 
For Englishmen home possesses a unique attraction, for 
Christians a unique sacredness ; and we, who are Englishmen 
and Christians, should be foremost in its defence. Attacks 
on the home are, next to attacks on the faith, the most serious. 
Whatever touches the sanctity of the home touches the life 
of the nation, and the defence of the home is essential to the 
very existence of religion amongst us. At present that sanctity 
is threatened from many quarters. We have to defend it 
on the one hand against the asceticism of the few who set 
up celibacy as the ideal religious life to the disparagement 
of marriage, and on the other hand against the thinly veiled 
worldliness of the many who hold up as the one aim in life 
for sons and daughters what is called “ a good match ’’—ad- 
vantageous indeed from a material point of view, but often 
shameful in the methods pursued to attain it, and most disas- 
trous in its results. These are foes from within. But without 
are more open enemies, whose avowed aim it is to undermine 
the permanence and the sanctity of the marriage state, and 
by substituting the worship of humanity for the worship of 
God, to make the caprice of the individual or the convenience 
of society the foundation of the home and the basis of conjugal, 
parental, filial, and fraternal relations. To us Christians these 
theories are alike immoral in principle and deadly m w or ang. 
We hold that the welfare of society as a whole, and lie liber > 
and due development of each member of it. can only beseem^ 
by obedience to the eternal and unchangeable m « 
of God, laws which form not only the sanction >u ^ 

condition of all family life. Brought face ° a 


t Tj-nnrh Parents’ National Educational Union, 
* Address to the Scarborough Branch, Pa 
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’ 1 > the problems of social life m- 

"TTk w hile failing to soht , M l ness , vice and' immorality, 
evitably breed lawlessness * duty of holding up the ideal 
« U a S nd budding up by every means m our 

powe^ happy' 0,1 ^'“"re’isT Divine ideal of family life. He 

To the Christian t hue . God by His Spirit, is present 

not only recognises the n ^ jnstituted> hut lie finds that 
in the natural ordinal! ^ the light of the Incar- 

ideal in the heavenly P • ■ fhe s h ado ws of the Divine ; 

nation. J" ma " ear th,‘hut earth may copy heaven. 

h X”JatTonship of father and son is the type and the shadow 
0 , he Divine relationship of the Eternal Father and he 
Eternal Son ; and the human relationship differs from the 
fh-ine. not in essence but in degree. Tins is the Christian 

ideal of fatherhood and sonship. 

The ideal of the relationship of husband and wife is mam* 
tested in u the mystical union betwixt Chiist and His Cliuich. 
The Heavenly Bridegroom gives Himself for His Bride the 
Church that He may sanctify and cleanse it ; and the bride 
adorned for her Husband offers herself in love and devotion 
to serve Him. 

The ideal of the relationship of brother and sister is found 
in the love of the Elder Brother towards those whom He 
is not ashamed to call His brethren, because in Him the\ T 
are all the children of His Father and their Father, of His 
God and their God ; while the ideal of master and servant 
(of which I much regret I have not time to speak in this paper) 
is seen in the relation between Him whom we call Master 
and I.oid and us His servants, whom He bids minister to 
Him after His example who “ came not to be ministered 
unto but to minister.” 

These are the Divine ideals. How awful in their sublimity ! 

°\ e ° Ur a ^ a ^ nmen t ! And yet nothing is to be 
Cht Gl f UtinK . a lower standard. If God be our 
uid Mi. 1 11 , 1H ' arnat ' on be the revelation of Fatherhood 

he Fa2 ° Un d 1 if Spirit. "ho proceeds from 

« l " G S ° n ’ be the S P>ri. of adoption whereby 

is nr m ::tc; rs of the D,vme *• ^ 

- vision to be admired, but a pattern to 
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be copied, an ideal to be eagerly pursued here, to be perfectly 
attained hereafter. While, then, we confess the ennobling 
influence of a lofty ideal, since 

“ Tis not what man does which exalts him 
But what man would do/’ 

we refuse to treat it as transcendental. Rather we will take 
our place once more in the family circle, conscious of a glory 
as from the world of light filling the home and reflected on 
the faces around us, believing that our own home may become, 
even in this common life of ours, the Christian Church in 
miniature, and its sweet happiness a foretaste, no less than 
a pledge, of the blessedness of the eternal home hereafter. 

What can we do by precept and example to realise this 
ideal ? 

Let me first suggest what we Clergy can do. (1) By 
precept : — We who take part in the sacred offices which con- 
seci'ate home relations, the services of matrimony, churching, 
and holy Baptism, should never omit any opportunity of 
enforcing the Church’s teaching, remembering that the Church 
in her Lord’s name alike presents the ideal and offers from 
Him grace to attain it. We need to seize every opportunity 
in Bible class, confirmation class, in mothers’ meetings, mothers’ 
unions, and the like, in catechizing and in sermon, and espe- 
cially in the golden opportunity at the close of the marriage 
service when we address the newly 7 married and those that 
intend to take that holy estate upon them, as well as in our 
private ministrations and in our common speech, to exhibit 
and commend the true ideal of home life. To take one in- 
stance : the cynic tells us that few marriages are happy, 

none perfectly so. While we deny his assertion, we wonder 
that it is not nearer the truth, when we recollect how often 
caprice, wilfulness, hasty impulse, superficial emotion, if not 
the baser motives of worldliuess, ambition, avaiice, are tie 
influences that guide men and women in this matter : and 
how seldom, before the choice is made, is His guidance sought. 


Who alone can give happiness and peace. Let us strive to 
place in its true light the holy estate of matrimony, a 
persuade and entreat our people m this critical ju 
their lives to seek the Divine direction and o lov the D vm 
will, that they may obtain the Divine blessing. <2) By 
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solemn responsibility 


...At our 


o verv soiriini i v 

ordination - pattern of Christian 

example • t0 make 0 ur own diligence to frame 

r:ir”wn> you f 1 ' Hvos of vour families 

and' fashion your ^‘^Christ ; and to make both yonr- 
according to A" 5 dort "" t ; as in yo u lieth, wholesome examples 
selves and them, as » _ • „ ] V,j s0 d0! the Lord being my 
of the flock of t host • spontaneity or the joyousness 

hdper " Without*- age we must remember that 


of the flock of C host : 

' acr 

, tl 

IclVtl LllL * 

teaching we give to 'others we are striving to fulfil ourselves, 


i X'e' tT ^ppmtunity of proving that the 


r„fi S t“the g penalty of being “teachers” is, as St. James 

“ 'TrVtlt® portrait of the Christian in home life ? 
How mav our homes be not only innocent and happy but 
emphatically Christian ? How may we prove in the teeth 
of the cynicism which mocks at it and the scepticism which 
disbelieves it, that a Christian home is no anachronism, no 
antiquated relic of a stupid bygone age, but the true heritage 
of every family on earlH*i that names God as its Father ? 

Now, first, we must feel keenly that the wild social and 
anti-religious theories floating in the air have affected the 
tone of our English home life, by loosening its obligations, 
and losing sight of, if not denying, its Divine sanction, and 
have threatened to rob us of some of the best features which 
characterized English homes in the last generation. 

But a word of warning is necessary. There can be no 
stereotyped form of family life. If to-day it is different from 
what it was fifty years ago, so also fifty years ago it was unlike 
what it was a century ago. “ The old order changeth, yielding 
pla< e to the new, and probably each generation has in turn 
amen ted that “ the good old times are dead.” 
a 01 . mstance ' there may have been in the past too bald an 
rr °! P arcntal authority, with too slender a regard 
quence nrf a,m eacb hidividual child, and, as a conse- 
ehild anri St n< 6 8 enu * ne and complete confidence between 
The 41^’ between son and father, 

independence ancT !* eVltable ‘ We see it in the immature 
of parents to l ^ asser ^ on of children, and in the tendency 
‘° ,eave thcm to develop as they will, instead of 
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energizing constantly and systematically to bring them up 
in the steadfast fear of God. It is to be feared that in some 
families obedience, the word and the thing, is practically 
unknown, often because the father, whom the memory of the 
undue restraint of his own boyhood makes foolishly tolerant, 
refuses to enforce it. We must try, then, to learn the lessons 
of our own age without losing the lessons of the age that 
is past. 


Again, our homes must be pre-eminently the abodes of mutual 


confidence and mutual love, as well as of order and dutiful 
obedience ; homes in which husband and w ife, parents and 
children, understand and trust one another ; where the spirit 
of self-sacrifice takes the place of self-indulgence and wilful- 
ness ; and family affection, grounded on natural instinct, 
and consecrated and directed by “ the wisdom which is from 
above,” finds spontaneous and natural expression in each 
relation. No rules, no safeguards, no aims, no aspirations, 
can ever make amends for the lack of this affection. 

With such affection, husband and wife “ live together in 
godly love,” giving and receiving in mutual self-sacrifice, 
ministering not to each other’s weakness or selfishness, but 
to w’hat is noblest in each other’s character, and seeking the 
best and highest welfare each of the other. 

With such affection, parents steer their course between 
the Scylla of an over-imperious authority and the Chary bdis 
of vacillation and laxity, and become the most trusted friends 
of their children from early childhood, sharing with genuine 
sympathy their children’s thoughts, fears, and hopes, entering 
without condescension into their amusements ; and no barrier 


of reserve is ever erected to hinder the fullest and freest con- 
fidence between them and their sons and daughters. 

With such affection, dutiful respect, filial reverence and 
unquestioning obedience become almost instinctive; the 
obedience of the children is based on absolute confidence 
in their parents’ word— “a confidence not to be subjecte 
to the criticism of a precocious reflection ’’—and long a u 
they have left their parents’ roof they will turn to iem 01 

counsel and help. • torc find 

Once again, with such affection, brothers and sisters find 

in their home a school of chivalry, in which the rot nr earns 
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and the sister finds 


a 
one 


gen (If ness, courtesy anu fon of a no ble courage, and 

strength as she catches se]fishness on the one hand or 
without ministering n exer cises almost unconsciously 

dictating to him on the ' ^ fof whic h in years to come 
a gentle influence on ^ ^ tell how often the memory 

he may he thank u. . the old home has in after 

of happy boyhood and prlhoon ^ 

years drawn togethe hearts that 

- 

homes shall be modelled after the old home ! We can create 
noble custom, and can hand down a noble tradition. Make 
home happy, loving, Christian, and who can tell how many 
generations may not inherit a blessing ! 

And yet there is sometimes a danger that lurks close to 
the unique joy of a home like this. It is the tendency to a 
selfish isolation. The family walls may enclose all we love, 
and the very keenness of family affection may make it all- 
absorbing. Here, again, truer views of the Incarnation will 
correct and guide us. The love which is narrow cannot be 
Divine. The love which finds in the Incarnate Son of God 
the centre of family union will, though sweetest and purest 
nearest the fountain, overflow its banks and naturally expand 
towards all the brothers and sisters in the Church and in the 
world, until in ever-widening circles it embraces all God’s 
children everywhere, and family love becomes love of the 
brethren, and love of the brethren love of humanity. 

lat is the i eal secret of such a love as this ? I have 
y an ticipated the answer. We must consciously 

7g 2\ tu ^ Father aS its source > the Incarnate Son 

ening power. Tt is tT 0 ^^ ^ Divine Spirit aS itS quick " 
raised into th ^ ^ a * tke na -t u ral affection will be 

a pattern* ^ ^al will become 

and wife will be - aspiration. The bond of husband 

be fortified bv ^ Uni0n in the Lord, which wilt 

quent prayers m/'/j'each ntl^ 10 ? - or one an °ther and bv fre- 
ln the most sacred f ^ kneePn g together side by side 
Sour0 e, the Divine Bond ^™ unions - Again, if the Divine 
0ur children will hr- C wine Power be thus recognised, 

to be God’s children : the parent 
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will seek to present to the child the ideal of the Divine Father 
whose representative he is, and the child will be taught to 
copy His example Who was subject to His parents at Nazareth. 
Baptism will be the declaration of their relation to God and 
to us , our authority over them will be based on and will 
reflect His Fatherly rule ; our correction of them, after His 
example, will be a part and a proof of our love. There will 
be no favouritism to spoil, that is ruin, the favourite, and 
sow the seeds of jealousy between brothers and sisters ; no 
passion to frighten the timid ; no injustice to arouse indigna- 
tion. We shall not only pray for our children, but often, 
especially on their birthdays and in the crises of their lives, 
pray with them. Keeping steadily before us and them the 
teaching of their Baptism, we shall bring them up as God’s 
children, to be trained for Him, not to be converted to Him. 
No delegation to teachers at home or at school shall save us from 
our personal responsibility for them to Christ and His Church. 
Religion will be the atmosphere by which they are surrounded 
and which they daily breathe. Confirmation will be the 
natural turning-point from boyhood and girlhood to youth, 
the awakening to the consciousness of fuller responsibilities 
and the receiving in that ordinance special grace to fulfil them. 
Holy Communion will be the crown of all ; parents and children 
will kneel side by side to receive in that sacrament the seal 
of family love and the constant supply of supernatural grace 


to sustain it. 

But further, this supernatural love will spontaneously 
manifest itself in higher aims and loftier purposes in the 
common intercourse of life. For instance, conversation at 
family meals will be cheerful, interesting, wise, free from 
slander, gossip, and idle words, and, without a self-conscious 
aiming at effect, will tend to edification. Grace before and 
after meat will be no empty form interjected in a parenthesis 
of laughter or of boisterous merriment, but the real recognition 
that the Divine Host is present at the family board, to bless 
with something of sacramental grace the gifts of His I 1 
dence, and to consecrate the fellowship of His children Farm y 
worship, morning and evening, will be a service o ins ’ 

prayer, intercession, and praise; time will not grudg > 
narmk rliilrlrpn ernests, servants, will beai 1011 I 1 
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r in following the reading of Scrip. 

■spouses, in singing ; perfunctory, with a brief 

re, which will be revercutnot i ^ ^ of fhe family . 

„ord of exposition spo en than ksgiving will be offered, 

and prayers, mterce ’ eds a nd family blessings. While, 
specially suited to fa y t he old Puritan Sabbath 

«-*• «* ^ratai nor the modern Sunday of pleasure, 
of gloom and i • af(cr a sho rt morning service ; 

of -1 of innocent happiness of loving fellowship, 
Uf public worship ; and half an hour in the evening will some- 
imes be found for singing of hymns by the family and 
household. Above all, each Lord’s Day will see the family 
meet at the Lord’s table, to sanctify their family union, and 
receive grace to live “as members one of another,” “giving 
diligence ” in daily life “ to keep the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace.” 

Who can believe that a home like this is of earth, earthy ; 
of the transient, perishing ? If in the world to come “ they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage,” if no new relation- 
ships are formed like those of earth, yet the old relationships, 
so far as they have been “ holy to the Lord,” will be proved 
to be everlasting, and the family circle will be re-united where 
its members meet to part no more for ever. 

May God make the home of each one of us sweet, happy, 
holy, the centre of light, the abode of love, the image, faint 
but true, of the Divine ideal ! Thus Charles Kingsley’s own 
woids inscribed on his gravestone in Eversley , churchyard 
1 expiess oui experience, our conviction, our hope : — 

■ mavwn <s- A rnctmus. A mabimus. 


WHOLESOME NEGLECT.* 

By Miss F. R. Gray. 


I am well aware of the sound principle which this Union by 
its very name maintains : that the care of children belongs 
not to mothers only, but to fathers as well, and in equal degree. 
Yet I trust I may be pardoned if at the present moment I 
address myself to mothers ; for it is to them belongs the chief 
responsibility for the lack of what I venture to call “ wholesome 
neglect 

It is, indeed, most natural that this should be. When we 
think of the distinguishing characteristic of a mother’s love, 
it is not difficult to see why excess of ministration should 
so often be its fault. The 


“ One maternal spirit, bringing forth 
And cherishing with ever constant love, 
That tires not nor betrays,” 


sometimes overstep the limit of wisdom in its affectionate 
zeal. The essence of motherhood is self-sacrifice, and its 
first great office is protection ; what wonder is it if the habit 
of self-sacrifice persists too long, and if the tenderness which 
guided a baby’s footsteps cannot bear to see the nursling 
run alone ? 

The self-sacrifice of a mother for her little child almost 


ceases to bear the stamp of sacrifice, so willingly is it offered. 
From the sublime joy which blots out all memory of pain 
to the matter-of-fact every-day renunciation of former pleasures, 
a mother feels only the richer as she gbes most lavishly I 
do not forget that there are exceptions. Indeed at long 
intervals in the history of civilization we find epochs when, 
in a whole class of society, the spirit of motherhood seems 
to have died out. But it always has revived when a puiei 
life sprang up, and the tendency to self-sacrifice has prove 
inveterate. Like other universal gifts of nature it ias ecomc 


* Lecture given to the Hyde Park and Bavsv 


ra ter Branch of the P.N.E.U. 


